August 2020
Dear PAT members,
We trust this notice finds you well under very challenging circumstances. We recognise
the strain that this pandemic has created for our volunteers, their animal companions,
and the various organisations that we serve. Through this notice we would like to
communicate on a few important matters relating to the functioning of the organisation,
Pets as Therapy, South Africa.
Please see below for further information relating to Current Activities, Annual
Fees, EXCO recruitment (please consider applying), the AGM, the Website, and the
new PAT facemasks.	
  
PAT activities
In light of the spread of COVID-19 and the national regulations limiting non-essential
travel and social contact, a decision was made in March 2020 to suspend all PAT
activities, with immediate effect.
As the pandemic continues, and health projections suggest that many provinces are
heading towards the peak of infections, we have no clear idea on when restrictions may
ease.
Furthermore, as an organisation that serves individuals and communities that may be
regarded as high-risk, primarily due to senior age and comorbid health concerns, we face
additional restrictions in accessing sites. In light of the real safety concerns, and the
uncertainties going forward, we have made a decision to postpone face-to-face Pets as

Therapy volunteer visits for the duration of 2020, with a plan to resume services in
January 2021, or thereafter, when deemed feasible.
We understand how difficult it has been for our volunteers to not be able to visit the people
for which they care, and to not share the joy of animal companionship. This has been an
equally strange reality for our animal companions. While we do not encourage face-toface visits, we do encourage our volunteers to reach out to the organisations where they
typically visit, and to exercise creativity in maintaining those relationships, where possible.
Internationally, volunteers from similar organisations have been sending videos or holding
online sessions. Some canine companions have become very proficient at using Zoom!
Should you wish to discuss any of these options or ideas, please do get hold of the EXCO
via info@pat.org.za.
https://scopeblog.stanford.edu/2020/05/07/grounded-by-the-covid-19-pandemic-therapy-dogsprovide-comfort-online/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/2020/05/13/kids-are-reading-therapy-dogs-zoom-theycant-pet-pooches-sessions-still-book-up-fast/

While we are still accepting applications for new volunteers and queries from potential
organisations for visits, the facility checks and formal assessments for new volunteers will
not be scheduled until the national lockdown restrictions ease.
Annual Fees
Members would have received a notification in February 2020 regarding the renewal of
their annual membership fees. We have received payment from some individuals in this
regard.

In terms of our annual fees which are paid to uphold individual indemnity

insurance for members, we are open to suggestions from our volunteers. The following
options have been proposed to members, to i) request a refund for 2020, ii) to let the
payment stand for 2020 and forfeit payment in 2021, or iii) to donate the 2020 fees to

uphold the functioning of the organisation, in light of the loss of normal fundraising
activities.
For any queries or requests in this regard, please contact our Treasurer, Margie Wood,
at mwood@innergy.co.za
EXCO Recruitment
In order for PAT to function effectively and to comply with NPO regulations, we require
an approved Executive Committee that consists of four to five members. Due to recent
family obligations, we are in the process of recruiting new members for the EXCO, with
immediate effect. This is an exciting opportunity to be involved in the development of the
organisation.
The EXCO is managed by volunteers who are not financially remunerated for their
services. However, the new appointee as Membership Secretary will receive a monthly
stipend, for the duties performed. Should you wish to receive any further information
about these positions, please do contact info@pat.org.za. The closing date for
applications is 04 September 2020.
The general duties are noted below:

Name

Job Description

Vacant

Chair
- Field general enquiries via info@pat.org.za
- Central liaison for EXCO, area coordinators, assessors, and volunteers
- Coordinate and chair AGM and regular EXCO meetings
- Development and submission of annual report for the Department of Social
Development

Leigh Adams

Vice-Chair

Tucker

- Field general enquiries
- Volunteer Education and Training

- Student Research enquiries
Vacant

Membership Secretary

stipend issued

- Receipt and processing of new member applications
- Coordinate with assessors for volunteer assessments
- Distribution of membership packs for successful volunteers
- Making and distribution of name tags for visiting members
- Ordering and updating stock records for PAT merchandise
- Storage and distribution of PAT merchandise
- Updating Dropbox files for members and facilities

Vacant

Secretary
- Recording of Meeting Minutes
- Newsletter and website maintenance
- Social Media Management (Facebook, Twitter)

Margie Wood

Treasurer
- Management of financials
- Distribution and management of membership invoices

**All EXCO members are to assist in fundraising activities, as well as a rotated attendance at the
assessments for new members.
**Marieanna le Roux continues to assist in her capacity as the coordinator of the Lees-UkufunduRead programme, and to provide input regarding media outputs relating to PAT.

AGM
The AGM was due to be held in July 2020, but was cancelled due to the national
regulations regarding physical social gatherings. It is however important to hold an AGM
for compliance purposes as an NPO and to ensure transparency regarding financials and
other relevant procedures. As such, the PAT EXCO proposes to hold an online AGM in
October, which is “World Animal Month”. The details of this event will be communicated
in due course. The AGM recording will be made available for those unable to attend.

Website
We are currently in the process of revamping our website: www.pat.org.za Please ensure
that communication follows through the email: info@pat.org.za
In the meantime, please do "Like" and follow the PAT Facebook page for updates.
Merchandise and Face Masks
Delays have been noted in the order and delivery of stock like volunteer shirts, due to
supplier issues. Should you have any queries in this regard, please contact
info@pat.org.za
PAT has recently secured branded face masks that are available for purchase at a cost
of R60. The masks are double layered fabric, with elasticated ear loops. They are
available in a Medium or Large size, and are black with the yellow PAT logo, as per the
images attached. Please contact info@pat.org.za if you would like to order.

Once again, we thank you for your patience during this unusual time. Hoping that you and
your loved ones are in good health, and good spirits.
Warmest Regards,

Leigh Tucker
(PAT Vice-Chair, on behalf of the PAT EXCO)

